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The British fell back, and the American army was
in no condition for pursuit. In ten weeks Jacob
Brown had fought four engagements without de-
feat and, barring the battle of New Orleans, his
brief campaign was the one operation of the land
war upon which Americans could look back with
any degree of satisfaction.

The scene now shifted to Lake Champlain. The
main work was the building up of an army to resist
the menacing preparations for a British invasion
from Montreal. Among the new American gener-
als who had gained promotion by merit instead of
favor was George Izard, trained in the military
schools of England and Prussia, and an aide to
Alexander Hamilton during his command of the
army of the United States. Izard had been sent to
Plattsburg in May, 1814, on the very eve of the
great British campaign, and found everything in a
deplorable state of unreadiness and inefficiency.
While he was manfully struggling with these diffi-
culties, Secretary Armstrong directed him to send
four thousand of his men to the assistance of
Jacob Brown on the Niagara front. General Izard
obediently and promptly set out, although the de-
fense of Lake Champlain was thereby deprived
of this large body of troops. The expedition was